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Upwards of 2.000 books purport to unravel the IFK 
murder mystery, and another — anniversary-timed — 
paroxysm of publishing begins with these four titles, 
they will be followed by at least five more before 
November 22. 

Gerald Posner's Case Closed is by far the most significant, sanest 
treatment of the case since the 1 979 House investigation, perhaps even 
since critics first began advancing their careers by questioning the 
Warren Commissions conclusions regarding a lone gunman and a 
"magic bullet." One of Posner's chief strengths is that he consistently 
refutes the "eyewitnesses" of assassination lore — such as Ed Hoffman 
(Hoffman says he saw assassins fire from the "grassy knoll." But he didn't 
tel I his story until 1 5 years after the murder, and even if he stood where he 
daimed. four railroad cars, a billboard, and shrubbery impeded his 
vision.) 

But Posner's core structure is an exhaustive account of Oswald s short 
and peculiar life, in which plot buffs see “proof of his being framed, or 
even used as a direct agent, by the FBI. CIA. KGB. Castro, and the Dallas 
police Using sourKi evidentiary principles. Posner considers what miracles 
would have been necessary for the success of any wide plot that involved 
Oswald. In this manner. Posner dismisses questions of lack Ruby's Mob 
connections; the allegedly botched autopsy of IFK's body; and the 
prosecutorial coercions of New Orleans’ lim Garrison (who induced 
witnesses to testify with bribes and. in one case, a gun down the throat). 
A formidably assembled indIament.Cas*Clowrfnarrowsthe wiggle room 
for conspiracy buffs to the few documents yet to be released on the case 


(Oswald's KGB file, said to be boring reports of routine 
surveillance, sustains their hopes), so all libraries 
should be on red alert for Posner's book. 

By contrast. Callahan’s W ho S hoi IFK? is a harmless bit 
of camp that seems to support every theory ever thought 
uptodebunk lone-nut partisans. The nuttiest of these — 
such as the “George Bush Young Republicans" angle — 
are confined to sidebars accompanied by the starkly 
funny drawings of Mark Zingarelli. These modify the 
famed images of the murder's principal scenes and 
figures, so that Oswald, for example, wears nine hats — 
including a Russian fur cap for Comrade Lee and 
mobster fedora and sunglasses to Illustrate Big Easy 
Lee s links to New Orleans. Callahan discusses some 38 
controversies, any one of which might snare some 
novitiates, however, there are dozens of factual mis- 
takes The most egregious of those might be the acous- 
tic "proof of a second gunman firing from the grassy 
knoll, recorded from an open police microphone. But in 
repeating that claim made by the 1979 House sleuths. 
Callahan fails to report that the tape has been shown to have been 
recorded several minutes after the murder and several miles from the site. 
Yet if Callahan doesn't always inspire confidence, his book inspires mirth, 
and its probable bookstore visibility may leverage library consideration. 

Peter Scott, with his third book on the assassination, feels that the mur- 
der was a systemic adjustment, the likes of which are periodically under- 
taken by American entities such as the Mafia, the CIA, and— in this in- 
stance — fruit companies worried about Communist influence In their 
banana republics. Scott's opinions aren't based on consideration of wit- 
ness credibility (d la Posner) but upon two decades of research and a 
peculiar mental construct, the "negative template." It means that if some- 
thing is absent, such as a name from a list, it was once actually present— 
thus negatively indicating nefarious doings If readers accept this circular 
logic, they can revel in the original claim of Deep Polirics and the Death of IFK. 
that army intelligence was In on the murder. 

In IFK: Breaking the Silence. Bill Sloan offers a dozen eyewitness tales. One 
is from a CIA hit man— code name Chameleon — who claims to have 
secretly investigated the murder at RFK’s behest. Result: a conspiracy, the 
knowledge of which confines Chameleon to fearful retirement. With the 1 1 
remaining confidantes. Sloan takes a forgiving attitude that Gerald Pos- 
ner. notably, does not. —Gilbert Taylor ./ 





